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Party woes plague students
The theme was Oceanogra-
phy 101, and a wave of excitement 
washed over two seniors host-
ing the first party in their North 
Campus Apartment (NCA) this 
past Saturday night. They invit-
ed 50 friends, anticipating not all 
would attend. At 9:30 p.m., the sea 
of guests began to arrive. About an 
hour later, at 10:45 p.m., the party 
was forced to drop anchor: Campus 
Safety had arrived. The party was 
overf lowing with revelers, so the 
safety officers pulled the plug. The 
two seniors have a student conduct 
meeting today to discuss the viola-
tion and possible consequences.
Two weekends into the new aca-
demic year, some students are still 
unsure how to host small gather-
ings in line with College policy, 
which, starting this semester, no 
longer requires small party regis-
tration. Small gatherings comprise 
of about 20 students, according to 
Student Council meeting minutes. 
Though the rules for such parties 
are the same as in previous years 
other than registration, according 
to Director of Student Engagement 
Laura Kane — those rules are no-
ticeably absent from the Kenyon 
website and Student Handbook. 
Now, realizing information is dif-
ficult and perhaps impossible for 
students to find, members of the 
administration are beginning ef-
forts to communicate the fine 
print. 
“If you’re going to be holding us 
accountable and treating us like 
adults, as it’s supposed to be, you 
need to at least tell us the guide-
lines that we’re supposed to be fol-
lowing,” Phillip Gray Clark ’17, 
student council president, said.
The Office of Housing and Resi-
dential Life, the Office of Student 
Engagement, Campus Safety and 





Thank the Lords!  
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Lack of communication proves persistent.
Assistant Athletic Director Justin Newell is afraid Kenyon might be losing potential new 
recruits. The Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC) attracts prospective athletes with its impressive 
weight room and Olympic-sized swimming pool, but the condition and accessibility of the 
athletic fields may turn them towards the College’s competitors.
“I’m not for an arms race,” Newell, who is also director of the KAC, said in reference to up-
grading Kenyon’s outdoor facilities. “But if it starts to affect the mission of the College, where 
we lose students to schools like Oberlin or Depauw or Denison because we’re greatly lacking in 
that — it shouldn’t be a detriment.”
On Tuesday, Aug. 30, architects from the Cambridge-based Gund Partnership, run by Gra-
ham Gund ’63 and the Boston-based landscape architecture firm Carol R. Johnson Associates, 
first met with the College to discuss developing a Master Plan for Kenyon’s athletic fields. New-
ell said the renovations will focus on upgrading the outdoor facilities and making them more 
accessible to athletes and the public by adding proper seating, places to view the 
BILL GARDNER | NEWS EDITOR
A new Master Plan for athletic fields looks to improve 
the accessibility and appearance of outdoor facilities.
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Village RecoRd
Aug. 27 - Sept. 7
Aug. 27, no time recorded — Student reported damage to 
parked vehicle in a North Campus parking lot. Knox County 
Sheriff ’s Deputy filed a hit-and-run report.
Aug. 27, 11:45 p.m. — Students took control of Campus 
Safety golf cart without authorization on South Campus and 
moved it to another location.
Aug. 31, 10:00 p.m. — Students found urinating in public 
near South Campus.
Aug. 31, 10:10 p.m. — Students found urinating in public 
near South Campus.
Sept. 1, 12:10 a.m. — Drug paraphernalia found in a South-
Campus residence hall. Items tested positive for illegal sub-
stance. Items turned over to the Knox County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice.
Sept. 4, 12:59 a.m. — Student referred for underage alcohol 
consumption near North Campus. Student referred for fur-
nishing alcohol to underage student.




K-Card access limited to residents for Spring quiet hours
Dorms will only grant access to a student’s own residence hall during nightly quiet hours. 
BRief
Student Council President Phillip Gray Clark ’17 is scrambling to find an alternative to Campus Senate. The 
legislative body hasn’t met once this year, and the College needs to find another option in order for StuCo to 
pass statutes and suggest policy changes.
“Whatever Student Council does needs to be approved by the Senate,” Clark said. “And right now, there is 
no Senate.” 
After the College’s re-evaluation last spring of the role Senate plays on campus, the organization fell apart, 
according to Clark. Vice President of Student Affairs Meredith Bonham ’92 said this was because the exact 
function of Senate wasn’t clear. Bonham thinks this is largely because many aspects of Senate are now outdated 
— the College created the Senate during a time when there were fewer administrative positions. Over the years, 
as the College created new positions, the role of Senate began to diminish.
“For example, if there is a question or concern about housing and residential life that now just simply goes 
to the Director of Housing and Residential Life,” Bonham said. “Whereas before that might have been an issue 
Campus Senate took up and then bought to the dean of students.”
Last year, faculty chair of Campus Senate and Associate Professor of English Sarah Heidt and Colin Cow-
perthwaite ’18, student chair, attempted to revamp the size and structure of Senate. They are still working on a 
plan to make Senate more relevant on campus, but they have not come to any final conclusions, according to 
Bonham. She is in discussions with President Sean Decatur to possibly change Senate’s structure and size as 
well as ensure the represenation of all groups on campus.
Clark said he is meeting with Bonham on Wednesday to discuss the possibility of an emergency approval 
of certain changes to StuCo’s constitution, which went to Senate last year before the committee fell apart and 
stopped meeting. 
“Senate definitely does need to have a look at themselves in the mirror this semester and really find out what 
they are and what they hope to accomplish,” Clark said.
“The biggest thing for a Campus Senate is to preserve the dialogue between the administration and students 




In the Sept. 1 issue, the Collegian misidentified Vice President 
of Student Affairs Meredith Bonham’s class year as 1994. Bon-
ham graduated in 1992. The Collegian regrets this error.              
CORRECTION
Students will soon have one 
more reason to not lose their K-
Cards. Beginning in the Spring 
2017 semester, K-Cards will only 
allow students to access their own 
dorms during certain hours, ac-
cording to Student Council Presi-
dent Phillip Gray Clark ’17. 
“In our conversations generally 
about safety on campus, this is a bit 
of a glaring issue that we thought it 
was time to address,” Vice President 
of Student Affairs Meredith Bon-
ham ’92 said. 
In a series of focus group meet-
ings about the potential policy host-
ed by the Office of Housing and 
Residential Life, students who lived 
on campus over the summer said 
they felt unsafe in their residence 
halls at night due to unrestricted 
K-Card access, according to Bon-
ham. The policy is currently under 
development by a committee that 
consists of several student represen-
tatives assisting Director of Hous-
ing and Residential Life Jill Engel-
Hellman. After multiple emails and 
phone calls, Engel-Hellman could 
not be reached for comment. 
The hours of limited access have 
not been finalized but may corre-
spond with quiet hours, which are 
in effect from midnight to 8 a.m. 
on weekdays and 2 a.m. to 8 a.m. 
on weekends, as mandated by the 
Kenyon Student Handbook. The 
timeframe for implementing the 
restrictions has not been finalized, 
Bonham said, mainly due to the 
complicated nature of reprogram-
ming K-Cards.
Bonham and other administra-
tors discussed restricting K-Card 
access last year but began looking at 
new policies more seriously after an 
incident of sexual assault involving 
an unknown perpetrator in Mather 
Residence Hall in April 2016. 
“In light of the incident that oc-
curred in the first-year residence 
hall this spring, we became more 
acutely aware of the problem that 
people in general have this unfet-
tered access to residence halls,” 
Bonham said. 
Kenyon’s adoption of the policy 
will follow in the footsteps of many 
other peer institutions that do not 
allow unrestricted access to resi-
dence halls, Bonham said, but she 
did not name any examples. The 
College installed K-Card readers 
on residential halls in the spring of 
2010. 
The planned change is sparking 
mixed reactions among the student 
body.
“It’s really stupid,” said Taylor 
Eth ’17, who lives in Leonard Resi-
dence Hall. “It feels like the school 
just doesn’t trust us; I know it’s 
a safety thing. I think the school 
should move towards transparency 
and talk to us about this and have 
students look out for each other in-
stead of restricting where we can go 
and who we can associate with, and 
when.”
But not all students think the 
plan is problematic. “I don’t see it af-
fecting me, but I can see it affecting 
other people,” Hannah Porter ’19 
said. Porter lives in Caples Hall. “If 
I was with a group of friends, and I 
don’t live in McBride, and they do, 
they could still let me into the build-
ing. If I’m an intruder who’s alone 
that could be an issue, so maybe 
[the policy] would be effective. But I 
don’t see that being a common issue 
among groups of students.”
Clark hopes Engel-Hellman and 
the committee will circulate a sur-
vey to the student body about this 
new policy by October Break. 
“At the end of the day, we’re a 
community, and if one person isn’t 
feeling safe, their thoughts and 
opinions do need to be taken into 
account, especially for something as 
serious as this,” Clark said. 
Safety sinks several NCA parties due to overcrowding
With small party rules still unclear, administration begins efforts to communicate guidelines.
laborating on a f lier listing 
guidelines for hosting small 
gatherings, which Kane said 
will be posted around campus 
and distributed via email by the 
end of this week. Lauren Mi-
chael ’17, a Community Advisor 
for the NCAs, arranged a meet-
ing with Campus Safety Super-
visor and Emergency Response 
Coordinator Todd Bell in which 
NCA residents can ask ques-
tions about the party policy. 
The discussion will take place 
Sunday at 8 p.m. in the Craft 
Center; if the meeting proves 
popular, similar ones may be 
offered for students living in 
other areas.
Clark attributed the delayed 
announcement of guidelines to 
a lack of communication be-
tween administrators, as well 
as confusion over who is cur-
rently responsible for address-
ing questions about the policy.
“I keep on hearing from [the 
Office of] Student Engagement 
that it’s going to be Housing 
and ResLife; now it’s going to 
be James Jackson, director of 
student rights and responsibili-
ties,” Clark said. “We’ve had two 
weekends now, and I haven’t 
heard anything. I think that’s 
really unsafe for students.”
One major point of confu-
sion for students is how many 
guests they can host at their 
small gatherings. Clark was un-
der the impression that capacity 
has changed, but Kane said this 
was untrue. 
“There have never been 
changes to occupancy require-
ments,” Kane said. “When it 
comes to the communication of 
that number, and any confusion 
there might have been, I would 
encourage [students] to talk to 
Housing.”
Capacity can be calculated 
by dividing the square footage 
of the room space by 20 and 
then rounding down, but Col-
legian staffers could not find 
the actual capacity numbers for 
apartments such as NCAs on 
the Kenyon website. After mul-
tiple calls to the Office of Hous-
ing and Residential Life, the 
Collegian was told no ResLife 
staffers were available to com-
ment.
“If [students] weren’t clear-
ly told the occupancy of their 
apartment, I don’t understand 
how they can be held account-
able,” Clark said. “We’re used to 
Old Kenyon parties where you 
can barely move your arms.”
When Campus Safety ar-
rived at Oceanography 101, the 
officers told Nora Hamovit ’17, 
one of the hosts, that NCA oc-
cupancy was 17 to 20 people 
and their party was overcrowd-
ed. Hamovit said the officers 
told her that “as long as there 
aren’t people overf lowing from 
your house or the music isn’t 
too loud they’re probably not 
going to do anything.”
Hamovit said Safety did not 
give the apartment a chance to 
clear people out and restart the 
party as is common practice at 
all campus parties, instead shut-
ting it down completely.Safety 
officers shut down two parties 
last weekend for overcrowding, 
according to Director of Cam-
pus Safety Bob Hooper.
“Most of the officers have 
been here a long time,” Hooper 
said. “They have a pretty good 
idea of when things are becom-
ing a risk not only for the host 
but for the institution,” Hooper 
said.
To Clark, last weekend dem-
onstrated much more College 
oversight of small gatherings 
than he envisioned when he an-
nounced the party policy up-
dates in June. Clark believed 
removing the registration re-
quirement would give students 
more independence in terms 
of hosting parties, and that the 
College would take a step back. 
Instead, he is frustrated that 
students are getting in trouble 
for violating party guidelines 
that were not communicated to 
them.
“This isn’t the policy that I 
signed off on,” Clark said. “I am 
strongly in the camp of bring-
ing back the old system.”
Hamovit is afraid students’ 
lack of clarity on small gather-
ings will result in larger par-
ties, such as all-campus parties, 
dominating the social scene.
“I think when they make a 
party policy, it does have a lot 
of inf luence on the social struc-
ture of the school,” Hamovit 
said. “I wouldn’t necessarily be 
happy if only large parties that 
are registered by a large group 
are what would happen.”
When the small gatherings 
policy is reviewed in the spring 
— Kane told Clark it would be 
— Clark said he plans to advo-
cate the return of the old sys-
tem. “I have not heard one stu-
dent who is liking this,” he said.
Victoria Ungvarsky contrib-
uted reporting.
Thursday, Sept. 8 | kenyoncollegian.com
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Fields to receive updates
games and restrooms instead of port-
a-potties. The addition of a new turf 
field for both club and student athletes 
is one of the College’s top priorities, 
according to Newell, in addition to 
ensuring renovations make facilities 
look like a part of Kenyon’s campus.
“One of the big drivers was kind of 
a disconnection,” Newell said. “What 
can we do to potentially create a conti-
nuity … rather than feeling like you’re 
not on campus when you go to the 
lower fields?”
The Master Plan will also focus on 
ensuring the fields fulfill Americans 
with Disabilities Act and Title IX re-
quirements, according to Newell and 
Chief Business Officer Mark Kohl-
man.. 
The College is also considering 
adding lights to the varsity athletic 
fields, but needs to examine the Knox 
County zoning laws before making a 
final decision. President Sean Deca-
tur said the College may not be able 
to light certain fields because of their 
proximity to residential areas.
The College does not yet have a 
budget or a timeline for the new Mas-
ter Plan, but plans to settle the details 
by the Board of Trustees meeting on 
Oct. 27. 
Decatur said the project would ex-
ceed the $100,000 mark after which 
the trustees have to approve all plans. 
The money will likely come from the 
College’s $4 million building replace-
ment and repair budget. 
Decatur anticipates the College’s 
upcoming capital campaign might 
help fund a longer-term plan for ath-
letic field projects.
Grace Pilz ’19, who plays softball, 
said the fields are a burden and their 
inaccessibility impacts the team’s abil-
ity to recruit players.
“We had our first practice yes-
terday, and there was more than one 
freshman who didn’t know how to get 
down there,” Pilz said.
She said the location of the softball 
field makes it awkward for people to 
find, and there is only a single row of 
bleachers for spectators. 
This can factor into a recruit’s de-
cision when considering schools, ac-
cording to Pilz, and she hopes the 
College will make the fields more ac-
cessible in the future.
Sam Clougher ’17, men’s soccer 
co-captain, said the condition of the 
south fields have become an issue 
during his time at Kenyon, although 
he does not blame this on KAC em-
ployees.
“In general, the south fields have 
had a visible deterioration during my 
three years here, and it’s extremely 
visible,” Clougher said. “Not just our 
field, but all fields.”
Clougher said accessibility is also 
an issue for the soccer team and that 
Mavec Field feels completely discon-
nected from the KAC and the rest of 
campus. 
He echoed worries that Ken-
yon might be losing recruits to other 
schools.
“You go down currently and you 
look at the fields and you look at the 
dirt,” Clougher said. “And you could 
go to Oberlin, and they have a beauti-
ful system and it’s like ‘oh, well equal 
being equal, why not go plan B?’”
Cameron Messinides contributed 
reporting.
One salad, 480 wedges: Pub debuts
JULIA WALDOW
ART DIRECTOR
Continued from Page 1









Serving up bite-sized snacks, 
classic beers and salt-rimmed mar-
garitas, Peirce Pub made its debut 
this past weekend with approxi-
mately 400 customers on Friday 
and Saturday night.
Operated by AVI Foodsystems, 
the Pub hopes to provide Kenyon 
with an additional late-night din-
ing option following last semes-
ter’s closing of the Gambier Grill, 
known colloquially as “the Cove.” 
AVI Director Kim Novak hopes 
the Pub can offer students a space 
to “have fun, get some food and be 
offered drinks in a gathering place 
that is centrally located,” she said. 
The Pub’s menu currently fea-
tures 11 food options. This open-
ing weekend’s top-selling snack was 
the ever-popular mac and cheese 
wedges. Guests ordered 480 of the 
triangle-shaped treats, first served 
with pepper ketchup, and then with 
Cove-style ranch, according to No-
vak.
“We found out that the students 
really liked ranch, and we’re very 
flexible on that, so we changed that 
immediately,” Novak said.
In addition to food, the Pub 
sells domestic and imported beers 
in bottles and on draft, wine, cider, 
soda and alcoholic root beer. Stu-
dents can also choose the weekend 
specialty drink on the Pub’s Face-
book page. Last weekend, the Pub 
sold margaritas; this weekend, it 
will sell either electric lemonade or 
Long Island iced tea.
“I liked the variety of drinks 
available,” said Deirdre Sheridan 
’17, who attended the Pub’s opening 
night. “I think there was a real ef-
fort to have some unique choices.”
Music will also form a key part 
of the Pub’s atmosphere. This past 
weekend, student DJs plugged their 
phones into the sound system or 
brought their own speakers.
“We’re open to music,” Novak 
said, adding that student bands 
have expressed interest in using the 
space. “We’re not doing the enter-
tainment — we’re allowing the stu-
dents to do it.”
“We’re here for you guys, so we 
want you guys to be comfortable,” 
AVI employee Margie Williams 
added.
An additional bartender will 
serve drinks this weekend to meet 
demands, as part of the Pub’s ef-
forts to improve after some students 
complained about slow service. As 
suggested by Student Council, the 
Pub may also add a water cooler, 
further dim the lights or expand 
closing time from 1 a.m. to 2 a.m. 
It may also open on Wednesdays at 
busy times in the future.
President Sean Decatur even 
said he may venture to the Pub 
soon. “I was tempted to drop by, 
but I kind of thought that’d maybe 
just freak people out, so I decided 
not to,“ he said. “Maybe on a later 
Friday or Saturday night I will drop 
by.”







This isn’t the policy that I signed 
off on. I am strongly in the camp of 
bringing back the old system.
Phillip Gray Clark ’17“
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ica’s secular landscape. But the fact is 
that these varieties of identities are be-
ing formed and are interacting with one 
another, and the major question that 
we have at IFYC is, what is the nature 
of relationships between people go-
ing to be like between people who ori-
ent around religion differently? So one 
way of orienting around religion is be-
ing an evangelical Christian. Another 
way of orienting around religion is be-
ing a spiritual seeker. The question is, 
what’s the relationship between those 
two communities and individuals going 
to look like?
Let’s talk a little more about iden-
tity. I know that you’ve spent time with 
a variety of different religious groups. 
How would you describe that spiritual 
journey?
I mean, when I was looking for sus-
tainable fuel for social justice work, I 
found it in religious commitment, and 
I saw it first in other people’s religious 
commitment, and in religious commu-
nities and traditions that I was unfamil-
iar with, and I brought those eyes back 
to my own original tradition of Islam.
What is it like to work with the 
President? How would you describe 
the council’s vision for interfaith co-
operation and practice in the U.S?
So just to be clear, it would be dra-
matically overstating things to say that 
I worked with the President. I mean, 
you know, I shook his hand a handful 
of times, we presented a report to him 
in a 30-minute session — I wouldn’t 
even call it a meeting. It wasn’t back and 
forth. I will say that I was in the Roo-
sevelt Room, and I accidentally sat in 
his chair. That was kind of interesting. 
And [I] know that because somebody 
came around and whispered in my ear 
and said, you know, that’s the Presi-
dent’s chair. They all looked the same to 
me, and I said, “How do you know?” He 
said it’s a half-inch higher than all of the 
other chairs. But, you know, it’s remark-
able to be in his presence in the White 
House.
In a particularly divisive election 
year on college campuses, what about 
the art and science of pluralism can we 
apply to facilitating conversations? 
There’s a great line — I think it actu-
ally comes out of the Christian tradition 
— don’t compare your best intention 
to someone else’s worst action. Right? 
So, you know, I think Donald Trump is 
beyond the pale. I think that’s a pretty 
standard view in graduate-educated, 
urban, cultural progressive America, 
which includes college campus Ameri-
ca. But there’s 40 percent of my fellow 
Americans that support them, and I’m 
in a political community with those 
people. A political community is an im-
portant and powerful thing. It means 
that I have agreed that whoever we may 
elect, I will live under that person’s rule. 
That’s actually a profound agreement. It 
requires a sympathetic understanding 
of your fellow citizen with whom you 
disagree, and the cultivation of relation-
ships, common ground, common vision 
together. I don’t want to just disagree 
with people, and I certainly do not just 
want to denounce people with whom I 
have disagreements. I think there are 
higher virtues in a diverse democracy.
This interview has been edited for 
length and clarity.
Eboo Patel is a member of President 
Obama’s Advisory Council on Faith-
Based Neighborhood Partnerships. A 
Chicago native, he is the founder and 
president of the Interfaith Youth Core 
(IFYC), which works with colleges to 
build and promote interfaith practice. 
He was named by US News and World 
Report as one of the world’s best lead-
ers in 2009. In 2012, he published the 
book Sacred Ground: Pluralism, Prej-
udice, and the Promise of America. 
Patel’s visit to Kenyon on Wednesday 
included a reading from his 2007 book 
Acts of Faith, his autobiographical 
account of growing up Muslim in the 
U.S., and a talk at Rosse Hall.
According to the Pew Research 
Center, young adults born between 
1981 and 1996 are much less likely 
than older Americans to pray or at-
tend church regularly, or to consider 
religion an important part of their 
lives. Since you work so much with 
college students, how do you ap-
proach that fact when you begin de-
veloping interfaith practice on a col-
lege campus?
So, secular, humanist, seeker, athe-
ist identities are also part of America’s 
religious landscape — or, you can say 
religious identities are part of Amer-
ON THE RECORD
EBOO PATEL
FOUNDER OF INTERFAITH YOUTH CORE
Eboo Patel | Creative Commons
GABRIELLE HEALY
NEWS EDITOR
After manager departs, Bike Barn organization shifts gears
Manager Bob Brown’s relocation brought end of free bike loans to international students. 
For the first time in eight years, 
first-year international students did 
not receive complimentary bicycles 
once they arrived on campus. K-
Bikes, commonly known as the Bike 
Barn, previously provided interna-
tional students with free bicycles for 
the duration of their time at Kenyon. 
The program came to an end with 
the recent departure of Bob Brown 




said it was dif-
ficult to contin-
ue the program 
without Brown, 
who relocated 
this summer to 
Lewiston, Maine.
“He did 90 
percent of that 
work,” Kohlman 
said. “Without him here to coordi-
nate and manage that program, we 
just did not have the resources to 
keep it going.”
K-Bikes formerly loaned interna-
tional students and language teach-
ing assitants a free bike, helmet, lock 
and storage in the winter. The bikes 
came from the Barn’s stock of two-
wheelers on hand, many of which 
were abandoned bikes collected at 
the end of each school year and re-
furbished. During the first three 
years of the program, according to 
Brown, the bikes were given rather 
than loaned to international stu-
dents. 
Before his move, Brown sold the 
bikes at an auction at the Kenyon 
Athletic Center this summer. The 
profits helped fund a $20,000 dona-
tion from the Bike 
Barn to Pelotonia 
— a local charity 
that uses biking to 
spread awareness 
and money for 
cancer research,-
and has partnered 
with Kenyon for 
several years.
“Bob was able 
to do this pretty 
full-time and had 
a lot more mechanical experience,” 
Sean Deryck ’18, the Bike Barn stu-
dent manager, said of the loan pro-
gram. “The school was okay with the 
liability of giving the bikes out to a 
ton of students, but I cannot take on 
that liability.” 
International students are feel-
ing the program’s absence. Ahmed 
Khan ’19, who is from Rawalpindi, 
Pakistan, said the program made 
transportation easier for internation-
al students, who generally are unable 
to bring a car to campus. 
“I barely know any international 
students who own a vehicle, so as a 
means of conveyance to Mount Ver-
non, it was a great asset,” Kahn said. 
“Now, that is pretty much gone.”
The end of this program is not 
the only change brought about by 
Brown’s departure. The Barn is now 
transitioning from a formal bike re-
pair shop with a full-time manager 
and paid interns into a student-run 
organization fueled by volunteers. 
Despite the changes, the Barn’s 
day-to-day practices remain the 
same. Located at the corner of Wig-
gin Street and Quarry Chapel Road, 
the organization provides low-cost 
repairs, storage services and a refur-
bish and sell program. The Barn also 
collects abandoned bikes and sells 
them to raise money for Pelotonia. 
The Bike Barn is still determining 
its regular hours, but for the time be-
ing, the group will be sending out pe-
riodic emails highlighting the Barn’s 
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Lauren MIchael ’17 and Bike Barn manager Sean Deryck ’18 | Jess Kusher
On the rink, Kenyon employee skaters get down and derby 
The Central Ohio Roller Derby team brings “derby wives” together for bouts and practices.
Members of the Central Ohio Roller Derby team line up at a bout. | Courtesy of Antie Razzi
REGAN HEWITT
SOCIAL MEDIA DIRECTOR
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“There’s a lot of misconceptions 
about roller derby — it isn’t pro-
wrestling,” Heather Petersen, the 
Kenyon College Bookstore’s sales 
floor supervisor and apparel buyer, 
said as she proudly pointed to her 
roller derby t-shirt. “It’s real.” 
Petersen, who has been roller 
skating since she was young, is one 
of nearly 25 women who are part 
of the Central Ohio Roller Derby 
(CORD), a Mount-Vernon based 
team established in 2011 at a local 
skating rink. While pro-wrestling 
aims to please its audience, Petersen 
likes that roller derby focuses less on 
the spectacle and more on the com-
petition. 
Roller derby is a contact sport in 
which two teams of five members 
skate in the same direction around 
a track. One of these team mem-
bers is a jammer, who scores points 
for their team by lapping opposing 
teams players. Other team mem-
bers attempt to impede the oppos-
ing jammer. 
CORD’s team members, who 
range from ages 18 to 50, practice 
twice a week and compete from 
mid-September to mid-August. 
A typical practice consists of off-
skates workouts — such as pushups, 
planks and  sprints — and skating 
laps around the rink to warm up 
before working on endurance, turns 
and formations. 
Emily Zeller, visiting assistant 
professor of studio art, has been a 
member of CORD for the past four 
years. Zeller was a Kenyon student 
herself (she graduated in 2008 and 
studied studio art and English) 
when she first attempted to join 
a roller derby team because she 
thought “it would be fun and dif-
ferent.” 
The Columbus-based Ohio Roll-
er Girls had an age limit of 21 and 
above, so Zeller did not compete her 
junior year. During graduate school 
at Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy, Zeller attended fresh meat boot 
camps for roller derby, but she was 
too busy to join a team until after 
graduate school.
Petersen and Zeller emphasized 
the communal aspect of the roller 
derby experience. Teammates who 
work together in training camp, or 
“fresh meat” camp, often become 
“derby wives,” who look after each 
other both on and off the track. 
After tournaments and bouts (i.e. 
games), the competing teams often 
go out for drinks, food and fun. 
“There’s a real sense of together-
ness, with both your team and the 
other team,” Zeller said. “[Roller 
derby] is serious, but it’s a fun expe-
rience as well.”
CORD practices at Mount Ver-
non Academy, a Seventh-Day Ad-
ventist boarding school, where they 
also host bouts and tournaments. 
When the school folded due to fi-
nancial troubles in 2015, the team 
continued to rent out the rink space 
from Isaac White and Adam Miller, 
who are attempting to turn the old 
gymnasium into a recreational cen-
ter. The team is looking into buying 
space from White and Miller be-
cause they are hoping to have more 
freedom with organizing bouts and 
tournaments.
About 100 to 150 people attend 
bouts in Mount Vernon to cheer 
on CORD or the opposing team. 
CORD also travels frequently to 
compete — most of the team’s tour-
naments and bouts take place with-
in a three-hour radius of Mount 
Vernon, such as at their sister league 
Hell Betties, Ohio Valley Roller 
Girls, Cleveland’s Burning River 
Roller Derby, the Ohio Roller Girls’ 
B-Team, Toledo’s Glass City Rollers 
and Eerie Roller Girls.  
“No one expects this to be a real 
sport, but it is,” Zeller said.
For Petersen, the serious aspect 
of roller derby is mostly about em-
powering women, regardless of 
their individual reasons for joining 
the team. CORD is currently at-
tempting to start a junior league in 
which girls under the age of 18 will 
be welcome to participate. 
“Derby is a wonderful place 
to build self-confidence, and we 
should start that as early as possi-
ble,” Peterson said. 
Although Petersen is no longer 
a rostered member of the team, she 
attends most bouts and tourna-
ments to cheer on her former team-
mates. She declined to comment on 
her reasons for leaving the team.
“Once derby becomes a part of 
you, it never leaves,” she said. 
There will be new skater training 
clinics, open to anyone ages 18 and 
up, when CORD’s season begins 
again. The start date of their season 
is currently undetermined but they 
have a tournament in November.
Although Visiting Assis-
tant Professor of English Mar-
garet Yoon has lived all over 
the world, this summer she 
landed in the Village of Gam-
bier.
Born in Seoul, South Korea, 
Yoon’s family moved to Con-
necticut when she was a infant. 
She attended Yale University 
for her Bachelor’s degree in 
English, before earning her 
Master’s degree from George-
town University and her Ph.D 
from the University of Exeter 
in England. Yoon intended to 
return to the United States af-
ter her Ph.D program, but in 
2009, right after her gradua-
tion, she received a teaching 
fellowship at Exeter. While at 
Exeter, she collaborated with 
Kenyon students and faculty 
through the Kenyon-Exeter 
exchange program.
Now on the Hill, Yoon is 
making herself at home. She 
is teaching an English course 
entitled Satire, Sensibility, 
and Enlightenment — which 
focuses on 18th-century satir-
ical literature — and a semi-
nar on the writings of Jane 
Austen.
“Professor Yoon is the kind 
of professor who is clearly 
very enthusiastic about what 
she teaches,” Savannah Dan-
iels ’18 said. “Even when it’s a 
story I wouldn’t typically like, 
she makes it engaging to talk 
about.”
Teaching at a new school is 
not the only transition Yoon 
has had to make. One major 
adjustment for Yoon is Amer-
ica’s dependence on cars for 
















a really small village, I kept 
thinking ‘small village’ but 
it didn’t translate to ‘lack of 
public transportation,’” she 
said. “I walk everywhere. I 
have friends who will take me 
to the grocery store. I haven’t 
checked out the shuttles yet.”
Yoon is also trying to accli-
mate to the weather. She said 
that in England, the weather 
usually stays within a 20-de-
gree range. “I didn’t think I 
was going to make it through 
August,” she said about the 
heat. “It was really hard.”
Although she misses Eng-
land’s beautiful landscape, 
Yoon also delights in the 













at Kenyon is 
the students. 
In England, 
students commit to their area 
of study when they apply to a 
university, so they are locked 
into a specific subject when 
they arrive on campus. In 
contrast, Yoon believes her 
students here are very aware 
of other disciplines besides 
English, due to the liberal arts 
curriculum.
“In that way, the students I 
teach in England might have a 
better sense of literary history, 
but they won’t have as broad a 
sense of what else is out there,” 
she said. “They are a bit more 
reticent as well, whereas I 
think Kenyon students are en-
ergetic and exuberant, which 
is good.”
Exeter professor flies across the pond for a stint at Kenyon
AMY SHIRER
STAFF WRITER
The students I 
teach in Eng-
land might have a better 
sense of literary history 
... whereas I think 
Kenyon students are 
energetic and exuber-
ant, which is good.
Visiting Assistant Professor 
of English Margaret Yoon
“
Visiting Assistant Professor of English Margaret Yoon in front of 
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“Hello and welcome to The 
Pinnacle, a podcast about the 
history of Kenyon College 
made for the Kenyon commu-
nity.”
So begins the first episode 
of Kenyon’s newest podcast. 
The project is the brainchild of 
Herbie Dittersdorf ’19, a pro-
spective American studies ma-
jor, who was inspired by play-
wright August Wilson’s series 
of 10 plays, The Pittsburgh Cy-
cle. The plays examine the Af-
rican-American experience in 
the Pittsburgh neighborhood 
where Wilson grew up.
“I was inspired by his proj-
ect of documenting a place, a 
very specific, small chunk of 
America specifically, and then 
using that as a vehicle to study 
and describe historical trends 










Hall — was 
familiar to 
Dittersdorf: 
He spent a great deal of time 
strolling between the head-
stones when he was a first year 
and can tell you the story be-
hind numerous graves. In his 
podcast, he mentions several 
historical 
figures bur-










rd (a victim of the Old Kenyon 
fire of 1949) and eminent liter-
ary critic and founder of The 
Kenyon Review, John Crowe 
Ransom. 
“I like the gothic mixture 
between slightly unkempt, 
weedy-looking bushes and 
things,”  Dittersdorf said. “It 
gives this impression of the su-
pernatural.” 
Dittersdorf drew inspira-
tion for the podcast’s name 
from the tower atop Old Ken-
yon Residence Hall. The pod-
cast’s logo, which features the 
tower, was designed by Dit-
tersdorf ’s sister Lila, who is at-
tending Parsons School of De-
sign in New York.
Dittersdorf collects much of 
his information from College 
Historian and Keeper of Ke-
nyoniana Tom Stamp ’73 and 
from files in the Greenslade 
Special Collection and Ar-
chives.
“This is Herbie’s project,” 
Stamp said. “I’m there to help 
in whatever way I can, and I’m 
thrilled that he’s doing this.”
Dittersdorf is unsure how 
many people have listened to 
the podcast (available on its 
own website) thus far but said 
that its Facebook page has gar-
nered 44 likes. 
Sarah Lehr ’15, former edi-
tor-in-chief of the Collegian, is 
one of the podcast’s listeners. 
Lehr said she listens to a lot of 
podcasts and felt the episode 
was very well done. “I believe 
he just kind of did it in his free 
time, which is great that he’s so 
passionate about Kenyon his-
tory,” she said.
Though he plans to narrate 
most of the podcast’s episodes, 
Dittersdorf said he wants to use 
less of his voice in the next epi-
sode, which will be about Ran-
som and his life. He explained 
that since this is an American 
studies-related project, “it is 
a lot about perspective and I 
don’t want to monopolize it.” 
He also hopes to host a series 
soon on the increasing diversi-
fication, both in terms of race 
and the College becoming co-
educational, at Kenyon in the 
second half of the 20th cen-
tury.
“I do think it’s a great way 
for me … to meet people in the 
school who’re involved in ad-
missions, or people who live in 
the Village, or other students 
who I’ve never talked to,” Dit-
tersdorf said. “That’s really my 
primary purpose with it is to 
get the historical conversation 
going, because people do seem 
to enjoy it.”
The Pinnacle, too, brings 
alive the lyrics of the College’s 
alma mater:
It unifies, it never dies, the 
love of Kenyon, our mother.
My primary 
purpose... is to 
get the historical con-
versation going, be-




Thursday, Sept. 8 | kenyoncollegian.com
LAUREN ELLER
FEATURES EDITOR
Shedding light on an old Kenyon  
Student podcast marketed as Kenyon 
history by students, for students
Herbie Dittersdorf ’19 stands in the graveyard behind Rosse Hall, the subject of The Pinnacle’s first 
episode | Jess Kusher
Retired professor prepares for art exhibition in Columbus
Gunderson’s “Useless Metal Objects” to feature in a larger collection at Art Access Gallery.
During his junior year at 
Augsburg College in Minne-
apolis, Minn., Professor Emer-
itus of Art Barry Gunderson 
decided to switch his major 
from mathematics to studio 
art. 
“[My advisor] said, ‘Oh Bar-
ry, you’re giving up the purest 
art form there is,’” Gunder-
son said. “He tried to keep 
me in the math department, 
but it didn’t work. I needed to 
switch.” 
He has been working in the 
art world ever since. 
Now, Gunderson is current-
ly preparing to show his larg-
est and most intricate collec-
tion, “Useless Metal Objects” 
(UMOs) alongside “Man Sur-
prised By What He’s Made,”  at 
Art Access Gallery in Colum-
bus on Friday, Sept. 9. Both 
will be part of a bigger exhibit 
called Very Professorial that 
will feature the work of three 
artists who were art professors 
at some point in their lives.
This showing will be the 
second for Gunderson’s 50 
UMOs, which were displayed 
in 2013 at the Ross Art Mu-
seum of Ohio Wesleyan Uni-
versity. 
Gunderson sculpted the 50 
individual pieces from alumi-
num and painted them with 
bright colors. Though the 
UMOs are not his most recent 
work — he made them between 
2005 and 2009 — Gunderson 
is excited to show these pieces 
again.
“This was a project where I 
said, ‘I’m letting my creativity 
go where it goes,’” he said. 
Kenyon students may know 
Gunderson for his various art 
showings in and around the 
greater Ohio area or from the 
sculpture classes he taught 
here for 41 years. (He retired 
from teaching in 2015.) 
The cartoonishly giant 
burger, salad and fish and 
chips in the Village Inn and 
the mystifying, black-and-
white structure by the South 
2 parking lot are also Gunder-
son’s work.
Gunderson found inspira-
tion for the project in his work 
as a sculpture professor, where 
he was often tasked with large-
scale projects over relatively 
short periods of time.
“Oftentimes in the art de-
partment, all of us have some 
kind of assignment where 
making quantity is the task,” 
Gunderson said. “I can’t do 
that in sculpture, because it 
takes too long.” 
Gunderson decided to chal-
lenge himself to create a large 
number of pieces that were 
still high-quality.
Each UMO can stand on 
its own — the bold colors and 
geometric patterns display a 
sort of whimsy and sense of 
humor that gives the pieces 
strength — but when all of the 
pieces are displayed together, 
the true grandeur of the art-
work can be seen.
Gunderson tries to infuse 
each of his projects with this 
playfulness. He also reveals 
his sense of humor in his most 
recent works in the VI, created 
for his son and daughter-in-
law, Joel Gunderson and Mar-
garet Lewis. The couple owns 
the VI and was delighted when 
Gunderson offered to create 
pieces for the restaurant, ac-
cording to Joel.
Joel gave his father free 
reign to create whatever he 
wanted. “My dad is far more 
qualified to make those deci-
sions than I am,” Joel said, “so 
I just enthusiastically green-
lighted the project.”
The pieces were put on dis-
play between 2015 and 2016, 
and, according to Joel, they 
have received a lot of praise in 
their short time on the walls 
of the restaurant. Customers 
have even attempted to pur-
chase the burger sculpture.
“I grew up in a house that 
was filled with art,” Joel said. 
“For me, it’s just always been 
part of the rich scenery that 
I grew up in. Now that I have 
this space, this public space, it 
just seemed like a logical fit to 
share some of his work.” 
Since Gunderson retired 
from teaching, he has spent 
his time working in his studio 
and focusing on his passion 
for sculpting.
“As Kenyon faculty, no mat-
ter what field, we don’t stop 
working in our area of love,” 
Gunderson said.
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Entrepreneurial sophomore launched fiction editing endeavor
After her summer plans fell through, Isabella Blofeld took her goals into her own hands.
The first novel Isabella 
Blofeld ’19 edited this sum-
mer was a military fantasy by 
a man she found on the online 
forum Reddit. When he re-
sponded to her offer of assis-
tance in early June, she hadn’t 
read anything like his story. 
Nor did she have any substan-
tial editing experience, but 
she agreed to help.
“He was really good at writ-
ing action sequences, but the 
genre that he was working in 
was very much into world-
building,” Blofeld said. “He 
wanted his description to fit 
easier in the story.”
The novel was one of many 
pieces of writing Blofeld 
worked on for free during her 
summer. In total, she assisted 
five people with three full-
length novels, a series of short 
plays and several unfinished 
fictional works.
Blofeld had planned to 
spend her summer interning 
with a professional author’s 
assistant, for whom she would 
have performed similar edit-
ing and promotional tasks. 
Blofeld declined to name the 
author’s assistant and, for 
reasons she also declined to 
disclose, the opportunity fell 
through before the summer.
“I was thinking, ok, I could 
just get a job at Starbucks or 
whatever,” she said. “Or I can 
try to do the 










com — to 
offer services ranging from 
book editing and research to 
promotion and design. She 
reached out to people through 
online writer forums.
Many people, it turned out, 
wanted an editor. By June, her 
first clients came in. 
After the military fantasy, 
Blofeld turned her attention 
to a variety of other pieces, in-
cluding a young adult drama 
about a group of magicians 
and a series of short plays 





taken on a 
position as 







may also continue her editing 
services in the future — this 
time at a price.
Blofeld believes the expe-
rience improved her commu-
nication skills and ability to 
work under deadline. In terms 
of writing itself, the experi-
ence taught her a lot about 
common beginner mistakes. 
“People always struggle with 
the same things,” she said. “It 
made me more aware.”
FRANCES SAUX
ARTS EDITOR
Isabella Blofeld ’19 with a manuscript she edited. | Jess Kusher
I was thinking, 
ok, I could get 
a job at Starbucks or 
whatever, or I can do the 





Brent Matheny ’19 discov-
ered the mysterious “CR” last 
February. The morning af-
ter he attended “Party Pete’s 
Lonely Hearts Club,” an Old 
Kenyon party hosted by the 
Peeps O’ Kenyon and WKCO 
radio station, he found a 
small, paper cube stamped 
with the letters “c” and “r” 
in his coat pocket. Inside 
the cube were 16 words and 
punctuation marks written 
on slips of paper.
Matheny showed the object 
to his friends. “We looked at 
it for a while,” he said. “We 
couldn’t really make any-
thing cohesive out of it.”
How someone had man-
aged to put the cube into his 
pocket was not rocket sci-
ence; in the cold of winter, 
Matheny had, of course, tak-
en his coat to the party and 
left it unattended after he ar-
rived. 
The real questions were: 
Who did this, and why?
Matheny and his friends 
set out trying to find a mes-
sage in the miscellaneous 
words, but rearranging the 
slips of paper brought no clear 
answer. “I think we settled on 
‘If You Spoke Like Me, You’d 
All Have Hammers For Teeth. 
Ha!’” Matheny said. Unsatis-
fied, they searched the inter-
net for posts containing the 
string of words. They even 
looked into cryptography.
Matheny did not yet know 
that this was just one of many 
instances over the course of 
the semester in which CR — 
which some students, like 
Kayla Rogers ’18, believe 
stands for “Campus Rid-
dler” — would 
wreak mis-
chief at Ken-
yon. And he 
did not know 
that, at least 
for most of the 
student body, 
the mystery would 
remain unsolved.
Matheny soon learned 
of other students, like Han-
nah Farr ’19 and Eli Redburn 
’16, who left the party with 
the same paper cubes in their 
pockets. Olivia Lindsay ’19 
said she picked one up from 
the f loor of the party.
He also heard about CR-
tagged cans of Pabst Blue 
Ribbon beer hidden around 
campus early in the semester. 
“There was even one in some-
one’s mailbox,” Matheny 
said, although he could not 
remember whose.
A week after the party, 
while Hannah Wendlandt ’19 
sat in her Olin Auditorium 
chemistry lecture, she noticed 
a CR-labeled CD propped up 
on the room’s acoustic frames 
and showed it to Matheny. 
The disc, and others found 
around Kenyon, contained a 
four-minute and 33-second 
long track — perhaps a refer-
ence to John Cage’s entirely 
silent composition, “4’33” — 
featuring the disjointed noies 
of benches moving, coins 
FRANCES SAUX
ARTS EDITOR
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Who is responsible for Campus Riddler art?
While the Gund Gallery, 
Kenyon dramatic produc-
tions and students them-
selves make this campus 
an oasis for art consump-
tion, there are still some 
pastimes that justify de-
scending from the Hill. 
Here are a few of the 
movies coming out this 
semester that may just 
be worth the shuttle ride 
to Mount Vernon and the 
$8 ticket:
Left to right: Movie posters 
for Miss Peregrine’s Home for 
Peculiar Children, Fantastic 
Beasts and Where to Find 
Them, Manchester by the Sea 
and The Magnificent Seven. | 




Campus Riddler graffiti found around campus | Julia Waldow and 
Hannah Wendlandt
Students want explanations for anonymous installations.
WHAT
“Did you know John Green 
went to Kenyon?!?” may be a 
question of the past after the 
Sept. 30 release of the film adap-
tation of the young adult novel by 
the same name, written by Ran-
som Riggs ’01. While this mov-
ie could run the risk of falling 
down the ever-growing rabbit 
hole of movie versions of young 
adult books, Tim Burton’s direc-
tion may just give Miss Peregrine 
and Riggs the boost they need to 















dropping, voices and a single 
piano.
Matheny focused on the 
piano melody. “We tapped 
that out, figured out what it 
was,” he said. “That didn’t 
lead anywhere. It wasn’t any 
song or anything that we rec-
ognized. But it was in the key 
of C.”
After former Collegian 
Arts Editor Bailey Blaker 
’18 heard about the CDs, she 
scoured campus and found 
two of them in Storer Hall.
“I think, at least a little bit, 
[whoever made them] would 
have to be involved in the 
music department, just be-
cause the sound quality on 
the CDs was really interest-
ing,” she said. Blaker had no 
other leads. 
She, Matheny, Rogers and 
Wendlandt were all stumped. 
But before the end of the se-
mester, the Campus Riddler 
would strike twice more.
To be continued next week…
Even though the admissions 
staff loves to say that Kenyon 
is basically Hogwarts, it’s time 
for our inner witches and wiz-
ards to return to the book uni-
verse of Harry Potter. Those 
disappointed by The Cursed 
Child will get one last chance 
to relive the glory days in this 
prequel/history lesson on the 
Harry Potter world. For those 
planning an eight-movie Harry 
Potter marathon, do so before 
Nov. 18.
Those looking for a more “art-
sy” film should head out on Nov. 18 
to see Manchester By The Sea. Af-
ter receiving positive reviews at the 
Sundance Film Festival, the film 
was purchased by Amazon Studios 
and is now going into wide release. 
In Manchester By The Sea Casey 
Affleck stars as a Boston resident 
who, after the death of his brother, 
is forced to take care of his teenage 
nephew and grapple with life in the 
small town of Manchester-By-The-
Sea.
This remake of the 1960 
f lick aims to revive the 
golden age of the western 
with a star-studded cast and 
a whole lot of cool action 
sequences. Moviegoers can 
expect to see Chris Pratt be-
ing a charming outlaw and 
Denzel Washington being a 
kick-butt action hero when 
these two hit the big screen 
in this western tale of re-
venge and heroism on Sept. 
23.
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Beginning this year, students no longer need to register 
small gatherings.
On the surface, the elimination of the registration re-
quirement seeks to promote student independence and re-
sponsibility. We commend the College for looking critically 
at its own rules and working to foster the best environment 
for students, particularly at a time when many students feel 
the administration is out of touch with students’ daily expe-
riences on this campus. Too often the College’s guidelines 
for parties feel overly paternalistic (see: last year’s Summer 
Sendoff changes), so a policy that at least intends to increase 
student freedom is a decision we wholeheartedly support and 
appreciate.
Unfortunately, the disorganization in the administration’s 
communications to students on the small gatherings policy 
— or, more fittingly, the lack thereof — suggests the updates 
may end up increasing oversight rather than relaxing it. 
This issue of the Collegian includes our second article 
on the small gatherings policy in two weeks. It is rather tell-
ing that we ourselves are still not completely sure what the 
rules are for small parties here. That’s because none of our 
editors has been able to find substantial information on the 
guidelines anywhere on the Kenyon website or in the Student 
Handbook. Seemingly every time we call an administrative 
office, we are referred to a different office. 
Some students in apartments finally received updated in-
formation this past Sunday from their Community Advisors. 
But this was the first instance of communication about the 
policy that we have seen so far this year — two weekends in.
Perhaps most unclear is apartment capacity, even though 
the administration said nothing has changed. The num-
bers aren’t on the Kenyon website. The Student Handbook 
describes how to calculate the occupancy, but our editors 
reached different numbers when we attempted to do the cal-
culations. And Campus Safety has told students that, if the 
party isn’t too loud and guests aren’t flowing out of the space, 
the party will not be shut down. So, which one is it? Do stu-
dents need to abide by the capacity, or do parties  need to be 
kept under control?
The lack of communication has led Safety to increase 
their presence at apartment parties. This past weekend, sev-
eral NCAs were written up for overcrowding, despite the fact 
that the first detailed message on how to successfully follow 
the small gathering guidelines was only released on Sunday. 
We find it unfair that students have already been reported for 
violating the party policy when administrators failed to send 
students any information reminding them of the rules they 
are supposed to follow.
Events thus far ultimately suggest a tightening on the 
kinds of parties students can throw. If the current pattern of 
enforcement continues, it may have the effect of minimizing 
the number of small parties hosted, making bigger, all-cam-
pus parties the dominating force of the social scene. For a col-
lege that prides itself on its small, intimate community, this 
would be a shame. Sadly, the possibility is all too real.
All students needed was one simple, explanatory email of 
the ins and outs of the current party policy before the begin-
ning of this academic year. That isn’t much to ask.
HENRY UHRIK | COLLEGIAN
K-Card policy may not improve safety
Limited residence access could cause more harm than good
I was dismayed and disap-
pointed to learn about the pos-
sibility of the administration 
adopting a new policy that would 
limit student K-Card access to 
only their own dorm during 
“quiet hours,” which take place 
from 12 p.m. to 8 a.m. on week-
nights and 2 a.m. to 10 a.m. on 
weekend nights. 
Though I understand that 
concerns for student safety are 
valid and pressing, I am up-
set the purported solution is so 
poorly thought out. This new 
policy will only complicate stu-
dent life and inconvenience stu-
dents while probably doing little 
— if anything — to actually keep 
us safe.
Limiting student access in 
this way may make Kenyon even 
less safe at night. If students 
are being followed by a suspi-
cious person or being harassed 
late at night, they will no longer 
have the ability to quickly enter 
a nearby dorm to seek refuge. 
They will instead have to contin-
ue to their dorm, which could be 
a lengthy walk if they are North 
and live South, or vice versa. 
Laundry poses another issue. 
Several dorms do not have laun-
dry machines, meaning students 
must go to another dorm to wash 
their clothes. It’s often difficult 
to find an open washing machine 
during peak hours in facilities 
that serve students from multiple 
dorms. 
Many people I know opt to do 
laundry late at night, when there 
is a better chance that a machine 
will be open, or when they are 
less busy. The proposed policy, 
as far as I know, does not take 
this into account, meaning these 
students will be limited to doing 
laundry at times less convenient 
for them. 
I predict that this proposed 
policy, intended to keep people 
with malicious intentions out of 
student residences, will do very 
little to prevent this. When I and 
other Kenyon students see some-
one around our age loitering out-
side the entrance to a dorm, we 
usually assume they just forgot 
their K-Card inside (as most of 
us have done at some point). As 
a result, we pay no mind when 
they enter through a door some-
one else has opened for them. In 
fact, the proposed policy may 
even make it easier for intruders 
to get in: Many students will per-
ceive late-night door-loiterers as 
victims of an unjust and wildly 
unpopular rule and be even more 
willing to let them in. 
The issue of safety at Kenyon 
is not a problem that can be re-
solved with low-effort solutions. 
It seems to me like the College 
is looking for an easy fix that 
they can point to when another 
major incident occurs, as if to 
shrug their shoulders and say 
“we tried.” 
The good news is that this pol-
icy has not yet been formally ad-
opted. There is still time for us to 
petition the College to not adopt 
it. Talk to Student Council. Make 
angry Facebook posts. Email the 
Office of Housing and Residen-
tial Life. We should demand bet-
ter. It’s not too late. 
TOBIAS BAUMANN
OPINIONS EDITOR
It seems to me like the College is look-
ing for an easy fix that they can point 
to when another major incident occurs, as if to 
shrug their shoulders and say ‘we tried.’ “
New policy is a party-crasher
HAVE OPINIONS?
The Collegian is looking for new 
voices — from one-off pieces to 
weekly commentators. Anyone 
can submit a piece to Opinions!
For more information, please 






Peirce Pub may not be Cove 2.0, but fills an important role
Despite nostalgia for the Cove, Kenyon’s new party spot has just as much to offer.
In case you haven’t checked 
your emails or social media 
accounts, Peirce Pub opened 
this past weekend. Since Feb-
ruary 2016, Kenyon nightlife 
has felt the absence of a lo-
cal bar — until now. Let me 
be clear, Peirce Pub is not a 
reincarna-











Pub is a step 
in the right 
direction for 
improving student life and 
safety.
I know what you’re think-
ing. Safety? Really? Hear me 
out.
Let’s go back to the Cove 
era. It’s a Friday night, and 
you’re out with your friends 
having a great time. Maybe 
you’re at an all-campus party 
at Old K or a small gather-
ing at a New Apt. The clock 
strikes midnight, and some-
one yells “Cove O’Clock!” An 
exodus of partygoers makes 
its way to the Cove. You step 
inside and are greeted by the 
familiar scent of mac and 
cheese wedges, pitchers of 
beer and the sound of “Wagon 
Wheel” by Old Crow Medi-
cine Show.
This idealized version 
of the Cove 
doesn’t ad-










the night and 
ensure they 
were safe be-
fore heading home. The Cove 
was not just a place for college 
student antics and debauch-
ery. I believe Cove O’Clock 
actually prevented risky situ-
ations and morning-after re-
grets.
The Cove also provid-
ed a food delivery service 
that stayed open until 2 a.m. 
While the Village Inn is an-
other late-night alterna-
tive, its kitchen closes at 10 
p.m., and it functions more 
as a restaurant than a col-
lege bar. Last semester’s lack 
of an on-campus, late-night 
food option was not only in-
convenient, but dangerous 
for students who drank on an 
empty stomach. 
Peirce Pub is not Cove 2.0. 
It’s located in the basement of 
Peirce, run by AVI staff and 
is only open on Friday and 
Saturday nights until 1 a.m. 
On the other hand, underage 
students are actually welcome 
at the Pub. The Cove (techni-
cally) catered to students who 
were 21 and over, excluding a 
large portion of the student 
body. The Pub also offers stu-
dents more agency than the 
Cove. We have more decision-
making power and the oppor-
tunity to provide feedback to 
the administration.In the fu-
ture, students may be able to 
use the space for events such 
as concerts and themed par-
ties. 
Most importantly, a post-
party destination is now 
available and mac and cheese 
wedges live on. I say we give it 
a chance. Cherish your mem-
ories of the Cove. May it rest 
in peace — and let’s celebrate 
the dawn of a new era.
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Controversial phrasing calls for sexual assault discussion
When I was a sophomore at 
Kenyon, I filed a Title IX com-
plaint against a fellow student 
who sexually assaulted me at a 
party. The investigation pro-
cess itself lasted four months, 
the formal hearing over 12 
hours. 
The process left me broken 
in ways I can hardly describe, 
which is why I found Becca 
Pachl’s ’19 HerCampus Ken-
yon article, entitled “What I 
Wish I’d Known About Sexual 
Assault as a First-Year,” prob-
lematic. 
In her piece, Pachl provides 
cavalier commentary on Ke-
nyon’s hook-up culture and 
gives her reader a list of tips 
about ways to avoid sexual 
assault on campus. I’m glad 
Pachl wrote this piece, be-
cause I believe we need more 
dialogue on campus about 
sexual assault. I understood 
every paragraph’s point, but 
its wording raised some con-
cerns for me. 
In this article, which is 
rightfully prefaced with a 
content warning, Pachl tells 
students she does not “want 
their Kenyon experience to be 
dulled or dampened by a situ-
ation like this.” 
This process will not just 
dull or dampen your time at 
Kenyon — it can damn near 
destroy it. My grades plum-
meted, my friends could only 
be so supportive and I thought 
about dropping out more 
times than I care to admit. 
I’m pleased our sexual mis-
conduct policies have im-
proved over the past two years 
— that’s a wonderful thing. 
But judging by the lightheart-
ed way Pachl addresses sexual 
assault in her article, I think 
it’s time Kenyon had another 
discussion about the topic. 
Before I continue, I’d like to 
clarify that I think Pachl pro-
vides excellent advice about 
general safety and behavior. 
That said, some of her com-
ments trouble me, such as the 
statement that she will “ad-
dress something that you will 
likely not find anywhere else 
during your orientation/first 
weeks,” which is “honest ad-
vice about sexual assault at 
Kenyon.” 
Her advice is honest, but 
what Pachl claims to be de-
livering to her readers for the 
first time has already been ad-
dressed during Orientation 
via Real World: Gambier. 
I’m a Sexual Misconduct 
Advisor (SMA) here at Kenyon, 
and we, along with Peer Coun-
selors (PCs) and Discrimina-
tion Advisors (DAs,) were as-
signed to individual first-year 
halls to hold a discussion with 
the new students about sexual 
assault on campus. 
In these talks, we answered 
questions and discussed the 
finer points of the Title IX 
policy at Kenyon, so I know 
firsthand that these students 
were exposed to honest advice 
about sexual advice during 
their Orientation. 
This point is not made in an 
attempt to silence Pachl from 
sharing her advice. In fact, I 
think we should share more 
advice about sexual assault. I 
simply wish she had surveyed 
the outreach efforts already 
being made before she made 
such a statement. 
The third issue I took with 
Pachl’s article actually stems 
from a compliment I have for 
her piece. She gives the read-
HerCampus Kenyon list has good intentions, but it still strikes the wrong tone.
ers an abundance of informa-
tion about how they can help 
their friends who might find 
themselves in a compromising 
situation. 
However, upon reading lay-
ers of information about how I 
should have my friends synced 
with me on my iPhone’s 
“Find My Friends” app, how 
I shouldn’t let them go home 
with someone if they’re drunk 
or how we should have a code 
word whenever we go out, 
I was disheartened because 
Pachl gave me impractical ad-
vice. 
In some cases, her advice 
is even impossible. Not all my 
friends have smartphones, so 
I can’t keep tabs on them, and 
it’s hard to hear your friend 
asking you a question in a 
crowded Old Kenyon base-
ment — let alone hear “toma-
to” or some other code word. 
I wanted to love Pachl’s ad-
vice, because I want to be a 
more proactive community 
member who works to prevent 
sexual assault, but her advice 
isn’t always accessible. The ar-
ticle left me feeling guilty and 
hopeless. 
But I know that’s not the 
point of this article. Pachl is 
trying to help people. I just 
think the way she’s discussing 
sexual assault here is symp-
tomatic of a larger problem 
of victim blaming we have on 
campus. 
My intent with this article 
was not to discourage Pachl 
or other students from writing 
about sexual assault. In fact, 
I’m responding to her piece in 
order to encourage the oppo-
site. 
I believe conversations are 
the only way we can improve 
the way our campus views 
sexual assault. I think Pachl’s 
piece did an excellent job ig-
niting a discussion, and I com-







dents more agency 
than the Cove. We 
have more decision-
making power and 
the opportunity to 






I just think the way she’s discussing 
sexual assault here is symptomatic 
of a larger problem of victim blaming we 
have on campus.“
“The wedges were great! Better 
than the Cove in my opinion.”
- Andrew Perricone ’17
“It’s better than nothing.”
- Cullen Cowap ’20
“The Pub was grossly understaffed 
and ran out of food quickly.”
- Ellie Crawford ’17
“It’s cleaner than the Cove.”
- Jack James ’18
“They serve a good variety of 
alcohol and food.”
- Drew Fulton ’17
“I ordered a burger and they waited to 
tell me they didn’t have any until after 
I paid for it and I didn’t get my money 
back.”
- Chloe Hall ’20
Thursday, Sept. 8 SPORTS kenyoncollegian.com 11
Ladies volleyball spikes to the top of NCAC with three sweeps
Kenyon opens season tied for first in the conference with Wooster and Ohio Wesleyan.
The Ladies emerged victori-
ous from their first official vol-
leyball match of the season with 
a 3-1 win against the Capital 
University Crusaders (Bexley, 
Ohio). Since then, the team has 
continued to find success, and 
the Ladies 





ness of the 
team was a 
high point,” 
Schuyler Stu-
pica ’19 said. 
“There 
weren’t any 
lulls in the 
game. Every-
one on the court was really fo-
cused the entire time.” 
Stupica was key to the team’s 
success, recording nine kills and 
four block solos against Capital 
(3-3). Delaney Swanson ’19, a 
top offensive player in the North 
Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC), scored over 12 kills, in-
cluding one ace. 
Swanson is definitely one to 
watch this season: She is cur-
rently ranked fourth in the con-
ference for kills; she scored 333 
last year and averaged 4.2 points 
per set, good for third in the 
conference. 
The Ladies’ success has con-
tinued since the opener. On Sat-
urday, the Ladies suffered their 
only loss so far, a 3-0 defeat to 
Case Western Reserve Universi-
ty (4-0; Cleveland) in the Capital 
/ Otterbein Invitational.
Also at the invitational, Ke-
nyon collected wins over Ohio 
Christian University (3-5; Cir-





son ’18 was 










over Wilmington College (0-2; 
Wilmington, Ohio) on Tuesday, 
their third sweep of the season.
The team is excited to wel-
come three new first years to 
the team’s rank of 20: Macken-
zie Bruzzio, Haley Witschey and 
Maleah Miller. Having gradu-
ated only a single player last 
year, the team consists largely of 
experienced returners. Bruzzio 
and Miller play in the starting 
lineup this year and are succeed-
ing in their roles. Miller scored 
seven kills in the most recent 
game against Wilmington. 
Head Coach Amanda Krampf 
is impressed by the dedication 
and hard work of the girls, who 
train two to three hours a day, 
every day of the week. Krampf 
said “continuing to work hard 
together and to stay consistent 
through every single match” will 
be this season’s focus. 
Last season, the team entered 
the NCAC Tournament as the 
sixth seed. Though still consis-
tently beating teams with higher 
rankings, the Ladies have never 
advanced past the tournament’s 
first round. Last season was the 
team’s first winning season since 
1990.
Krampf hopes this year will 
extend the team’s momentum.
“We are looking forward to 
starting where we finished off 
last year, and being able to make 
a big statement in the conference 
and being a little more success-
ful in that tournament,” Krampf 
said.
The Ladies play their next 
match on Friday against Geneva 
College (1-0; Beaver Falls, Pa.) 
at the Bluffton Sommer Center 
Spiketacular in Bluffton, Ohio.
LELIA JO DUSTHIMER
STAFF WRITER
Kenyon volleyball players collapse to save the ball in the home opener against Capital. | Jess Kusher
Kenyon field hockey opens season with three-peat in mind
Ladies aim for third straight NCAC field hockey title, this time without Maddie Breschi ’16.
At Thursday’s season open-
er, the Ladies field hockey 
team stif led the Transylvania 
University Pioneers by a score 
of 3-0. Kenyon (1-1; NCAC 
1-0) won with its strong de-
fense, allowing Transylva-
nia (0-2; Lexington, Ky.) zero 
shots on goal, compared to 11 
by the Ladies. The Ladies fol-
lowed the victory with a loss 
against Centre College (2-0; 
Danville, Ky.) on Saturday 
and a win against the College 
of Wooster (0-3; NCAC 0-1) 
yesterday.
Kenyon’s field hockey team 
has been a dominant force 
in the North Coast Athletic 
Conference (NCAC) recently, 
with the Ladies winning the 
past two conference champi-
onships. Now on the trail of 
their third straight title, the 
Ladies have to figure out how 
to offset the loss of one of 
their most important players 
in the past four years, Maddie 
Breschi ’16. Breschi, a three-
time All-American and Ken-
yon’s leading goal-scorer (52 
career goals), graduated in 
May. She left behind a strong 
mark on Kenyon field hock-
ey, but also a large void to be 
filled.
Zoe Chrissos ’18 is opti-
mistic about her team’s abil-
ity to regroup. “My class on 
the whole has stepped up,” 
she said. “We were all work-
ing out over the summer.” 
Despite losing a few starters 
— Breschi, Christine Bloom 
’16, Hannah Drake ’16 and 
Morgen Barroso ’16 — Chris-
sos believes the team has re-
tained much of its talent. 
“We still have a very solid 
core of returners,” she said.
One of those returners is 
All-American Goalie Sarah 
Speroff ’18, who recorded 
an average of 0.59 goals-al-
lowed last year and 13 shut-
outs in 20 games. Ladies field 
hockey was one of the stron-
gest defensive teams last year 
and hope to complement that 
strength with more scoring. 
“We need to be just as of-
fensive as we are defensive,” 
Chrissos said.
To keep up the pressure on 
both sides of the field, Chris-
sos said a return to a compet-
itive mentality would greatly 
benefit the team. “We can’t 
just sit back and wait for these 
things to happen to us, we 
have to work for it,” she said.
Chrissos and Lynne Cullen 
’19 saw hard work pay off in 
the game against Transylva-
nia. Both scored the first col-
legiate goals of their careers, 
and Cullen saw her first start 
after playing just three games 
last season.
Saturday’s game against 
Centre, a team that Kenyon 
has beaten in the past, showed 
the Ladies still have work to 
do: Centre poured in an enor-
mous seven goals to Kenyon’s 
one. 
“What happened this past 
weekend was a huge wake-up 
call,” Chrissos said. “We need 
to work together to achieve 
that same level of play and 
level of defense that we have 
so focused on in the past two 
years.”
Yesterday, the Ladies found 
their rhythm again in a 3-0 
win against Wooster, their 
first NCAC game of the sea-
son. The Ladies’ trademark 
defense limited Wooster to 10 
shots, and Speroff made nine 
saves for her second shutout 
of the season.
As the field hockey team 
moves further into confer-
ence play, its players hope to 
learn from defeat, aiming to 
improve transition defense 
and rekindle their competi-
tive spirit. 
“The most important thing 
for us is to hold each other ac-
countable,” Cullen said. “All 








the team was a high 
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lulls in the game. Every-
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We need to work together to achieve 
that same level of play and level of 
defense that we have so focused on in 
the past two years.
Zoe Chrissos ’18
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No. 12 Thomas Merkle ’20 steps forward in the pocket, aiming for the endzone. Merkle threw for 315 yards and one touchdown Saturday against Sewanee. | Jess Kusher





Led by first-year quarterback 
Thomas Merkle, Lords football 
made history at McBride Field on 
Saturday by downing Sewanee: The 
University of the South (Sewanee, 
Tenn.) for the first time in eight 
meetings with a score of 21-17. Fac-
ing a 14-0 deficit in the first quarter, 
the Lords (1-0; NCAC 0-0) showed 
great resilience in outscoring the 
Sewanee Tigers (0-1) 21-3 the rest of 
the way. This was the largest come-
back for Lords football in Head 
Coach Chris Monfiletto’s five sea-
sons helming the program.
Reflecting on the victory, Mon-
filetto lauded the mental fortitude 
his players displayed during the 
game. “I think that when we have 
the ability to control our attention 
and really focus, we can be pretty 
good,” Monfiletto said. “When you 
worry about losing rather than just 
what you’re supposed to do on that 
specific play, that’s when you start 
to have some issues. That’s the one 
thing that, if I could point to any-
thing, we did a really good job with 
on Saturday.”
Each of Sewanee’s first two pos-
sessions ended in touchdowns, but 
Kenyon struggled to get on the 
scoreboard at the outset, not en-
joying the same degree of offensive 
success as their opponent. Follow-
ing a botched Kenyon punt attempt, 
Sewanee took over on Kenyon’s 27-
yard line, poised to add to their 
14-0 lead. Rising to the occasion, 
Quashae Hendryx ’18 intercepted 
an errant pass to keep Sewanee out 
of the end zone.
Galvanized by their defense’s 
inspiring play, the Kenyon offense 
was able to cut Sewanee’s lead in 
half with one minute remaining 
in the second quarter. Taking over 
on Kenyon’s eight-yard line with 
three minutes, 22 seconds remain-
ing in the half, Merkle orchestrat-
ed an eight-play, 92-yard scoring 
drive, which he capped off with an 
18-yard touchdown pass to John 
O’Brien ’17.
Though Sewanee extended their 
lead to 17-7 with a third-quarter 
field goal, the Lords were quick 
to respond. On the ensuing Ken-
yon possession, Merkle went deep 
to connect with co-captain Brian 
Hunca ’17 for a 34-yard gain, giving 
the Lords a first down on the Se-
wanee seven-yard line. Ian Bell ’18 
finished off the drive with a seven-
yard touchdown run to raise the 
score to 17-14. 
On Kenyon’s next possession, 
Merkle continued to assail Se-
wanee through the air, hitting Ji-
bri McLean ’17 34 yards down the 
middle of the field to give the Lords 
a first down on the Sewanee 17-yard 
line. Taking a direct snap on the 
following play, Bell left the Sewanee 
defense in the dust and tore across 
the goal line to give Kenyon its first 
lead of the game with 14:49 left in 
regulation. For his 136 all-purpose-
yard, two-touchdown performance, 
Bell was named Offensive Player of 
the Week by the North Coast Ath-
letic Conference (NCAC).
A missed Kenyon field goal at-
tempt gave Sewanee the ball on their 
own 20-yard line, 6:10 remaining in 
the fourth quarter. The Tigers had 
one last shot to retake their recently 
squandered lead. With their backs 
against the wall, Sewanee drove 
deep into Kenyon territory, intent 
on putting the Lords away for good 
with a go-ahead touchdown. Curt 
Williams ’18 dealt Sewanee the 
decisive blow with an interception 
at the two-yard line, sending the 
home crowd into a frenzy and seal-
ing the 21-17 victory in an electrify-
ing finish to a memorable match.
Kenyon Football will return to 
McBride Field this Saturday when 
they open up NCAC play against 
Oberlin College (0-1; NCAC 0-0) at 
1 p.m.
Ladies soccer brackets blowout win with two close losses
Ladies’ soccer kicked off their 
season with tough 2-1 losses to Ohio 
Northern University (Ada, Ohio) 
and Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity (Cleveland) and a dominant 4-0 
win against Rose-Hulman Institute 
of Technology (Terre Haute, Ind.). 
The first half against ONU (1-0) 
featured quick offense from both 
sides, with 10 total shots taken — 
seven from the Polar Bears and three 
from the Ladies (1-2; NCAC 0-0). 
ONU emerged from the flurry of 
shots with the first goal. In the 15th 
minute, the Polar Bears found the 
back of the Kenyon net past first-year 
keeper Maria Paparella. 15 minutes 
later, the Polar Bears scored again 
when a deflected shot crossed the 
goal line. 
Kenyon quickly responded to the 
2-0 deficit. Just a minute later, Mag-
gie Smith ’17 placed the ball in the 
upper left-hand corner of the ONU 
net. Despite the Ladies’ best efforts, 
they were unable to overcome a stout 
ONU defense, which only allowed 
Kenyon a single shot in the second 
half. 
After the tough loss, the Ladies 
bounced back in incredible fashion 
against the Rose-Hulman Engineers 
(2-1), winning 4-0. 
Less than a minute into the game, 
Gillian Blackwell ’18 slotted the ball 
past the Engineers keeper, putting 
away her first goal of the season. Af-
ter Blackwell, Smith took over the 
goal scoring, netting a hat trick with 
one goal in the first half and two in 
the second. 
“We came away with a big win in 
our second game because we were 
communicating more consistently 
and playing the game we wanted to 
play,” Smith said.  
Two days after the decisive win 
for the Ladies, Kenyon suffered a 
last-minute loss to the Case West-
ern Spartans (2-0-1). Smith opened 
the scoring in the first half on a pen-
alty kick; the Spartans found the net 
twice in the second half, with their 
winning goal coming in the final 
minute of the game. 
“We have a very tough season this 
year, so we will have to go into every 
game mentally focused and physical-
ly prepared to battle,” Smith said. “It’s 
still early in the season, but we are 
beginning to develop a really strong 
team dynamic that will hopefully 
grow throughout the season.”
With three games under the belt, 
the first-year goalkeeping duo of 
Paparella and Jillian Countey have 
fared well in their first collegiate ex-
perience. The duo tallied a combined 
14 saves while allowing only two 
goals apiece. 
“[Paparella and Countey] had to 
step into some big shoes and are do-
ing well,” Defender Campbell Fee ’18 
said. “They are learning quickly how 
to establish themselves on the team.”
On the other side of the pitch, 
Smith has carried the offense. Smith 
scored five of the Ladies’ six goals this 
week. When she makes shots like she 
did against Rose-Hulman, the Ladies 
are hard to beat. But as the two losses 
have shown, Smith cannot win every 
game on her own.
The Ladies aim to improve their 
1-2 record with home games against 
Salisbury University (1-0; Salisbury, 
Md.) and Carleton College (0-2-1; 
Northfield, Minn.) next Saturday 
and Sunday, respectively.
Sewanee goes in for the tackle to stifle a Lords rush. | Jess Kusher
Maggie Smith ’17 scored five goals in three games this week, including a hat trick Sunday.
KENYON 21
SEWANEE 17
ONU 2
KENYON 1
KENYON 4
ROSE-HULMAN 0
CASE WESTERN 2
KENYON 1
